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In January 1974, the title of CC®/Be-
havioral, Social & Edvcational Sciences will
be changed to Current Contents®/Social &
Behavioral Sciences. The change of title, a-
long with changes in journal coverage, and
the :ddition o(ﬁa Weekly Subject Index is
meant to signal the importance of this edi-
tion of CC in ISI®’s total information sys-
tem for the social sciences. As noted in a pre-
vious editorial,? we will be deemphasizin
coverage of the more parochial and topicj
educational periodicals, and concentrating on
international journals in the social and be-
havioral sciences. Our contacts with us-
ers of the service have indicated that these
latter are of much greater concern in educa-
tional research than are the ephemeral
“trade’” and “'news” periodicals.

I want to ¢xplain here the role of this
improved edition of CC in 1S1's intcgrated
social-sciences information system, and to
note bricfly first the various features that
make up the edition. (I have a double pur-
pose in describing them. They are common
to most cditions of CC now, and their de-
scription at this point may scrve as a rough
preview of an article 1 hope someday to see
written about CC in general. This most wide-
ly used of all current-awareness services, per-
haps because of the basic simplicity of the
concept, has never been adequately recorded
in the information-science literature, a regret
I have previously expressed.2) Each weekly
edition features the following:

Journal contents pages from the latest
available issues of journals in the wide variety
of scientific and scholarly disciplines that
make up the social and behavioral sciences.

Book contents pages. Most scientists and
librarians know how difficult it can be to
learn about and to locate individual papers
published in muluv-authored volumes. Most
such volumes are “‘one-shot™ collections of
papers on the saine or closely related topics.
Quite common amongthem are the published
proceedings of conferences, symposia, and
the like. The individual contributions in such

volumes are usually indistinguishable from
typical journal articles, and will be listed in
Current Book Contents and indexed as such.

Weekly Subject Index. This index lists and
locates every significant word from all the
article, book and chapter titles listed in the
issue. [ts use will improve the precision and/
or shorten the time required for scanning con-
tents pages, and for retricving information on
spccifi:c subject matter from earlicr issues.

Author Index and Address Directory gives
the names and addresses of authors of all
items listed tn cach weekly issue of CC/S&BS.
The directory can be used to locate in cach
weekly issue recent publications by men
whose work you want to know about im-
mediately. The addresses provided will make
it simple to request reprints.

ISt Press Digest, a short section of cap-
sule comments on selected articles from the
scientific, scholarly, and lay press. This sec-
tion of CC/S&BS 1s intended to inform, some-
times to amuse, but always to let you know
what science and scholarship are saying about
themselves, and what others are saying about
them (good and bad). The Press Digest should
permit you to step outside your professional
role for a moment to look at science and
scholarship from other perspectives.

Current Comments by yours truly, on
problems of communication in science and
scholarship. They particularly invite readers’
reactions and suggestions on improvement of
our services.,

Journal Coverage and Publication Data.
Each issue provides a table of changes in
coverage, indicating additions, deletions,
changes of titles, mergers and segmentation
of journals, etc. Threc times a ycear this in-
formation is cumulated and presented with
an index to evcry journal issue processed for
CC, along with publishers’ names and addres-
ses.
Current Contents/Social & Behavioral Sci-
ences is the first component of a total social-
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sciences information system. Information
‘services in the social sciences have unfor-
tunately laﬁged behind those in the natural
sciences. This total information system for
the social sciences, provided by the Institute
for Scientific Information for the first time,
comprises three basic information products
and services. Each is supplemente(f by our
extensive library and document procurement
services, including the OATS ® (Original Arti-
cle Tear Sheet) service.

The sccond component of the new sys-
tem is the Social Sciences Citation Index™
(SSCI ™ ).3 The SSCI is identical in concept
and methodology with the Science Citation
Index® (SCI®). SCI is a standard and unique-
ly effective reference tool published by 1SI
for more than a decade.® Like the SCI, the
SSCI will be current, with two four-month
interim indexes, and an annual cumulation.
As does the SCI, the SSCI will offer a multi-
plicity of access points to researchers, their
institutions, and their works. All authors and
their organizational affiliations will be listed
in the SSCI's Source and Corporate Indexes.
All title words will be indexed in its Permu-
term ® Subject Index. And all cited works
(journal articles, books, reports, theses, etc.)
will be covered in its Citation Index. The
coverage ot CC/S&EBS and of the SSCI will
be, for practical purposes, co-extensive, mak-
ing CC/S&BS a suitable weekly current
awareness service for the more exhaustive
analysis provided by the SSCI.

The third component of the ISI social-
sciences information system is ASCA®(our
Automatic Subject Citation Alert). ASCA is
a computer-based system that supplies a
weekly personal reading list determined by
individual subscribers’ profiles of interest.5

Elsewhere 1've described the advantages
of ASCA for Current Contents readers,5 but
it' how takes on special significance in re-
lation to the social sciences. CC/S&BS and
the SSCI share a coverage of more than 1000
journals. Our ASCA system, however, covers
more than 3000. This greater coverage of
ASCA should be of special interest to social
scientists and to those concerned with bridg-

ing the gap between the two cultures. Articles
on drug problems may appear in law reviews
or general science journals, while articles on
the social and economic implications of pop-
ulation explosion and control may appear in
medical and philosophical journals. Whatever
the place of publication, social and behavioral
scientists should at least know that these
problems, and others of similar interest arc
being discussed in journais they may other-
wise never sec. How much one chooses to
read outside his own specialty is, of course, a
decision that is influenced by many factors.
To make the decision easier, and to foster
maximum communication between the so-
called two cultures, ASCA links the natural
and social sciences as it does pure and applied
research.

The social-sciences information system
to which CC/S&BS will introduce old and
new subscribers will provide for the first time
the timely, thorough current-awareness and
research-oriented retrieval services that have
been available till now only in the “hard”
sciences. We feel it’s about time.
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