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Figure 1:

Knowledge and development: reshaping library and informatior ser-

vices for the world of tomorrow. A festschrift for Bjérn Tell.
Edited by S. Schwartz & U. Willers.
Roval Institute of Technology Library. {Stockholm). 1978, 307 pages. $15.00,

ISBN: 91-85212-35-0
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on “Student attitudes to the
library”! (p. 217-24).

Additional contributions came
from scholars in the U.S.S.R.,
Canada. France, and Britain, as
well as the Scandanavian countries.
For example, A. I. Mikhailov and
R. S. Gilyarevsky of Moscow’s
VINITI (ANl Union Institute of
Scientific and Technical Informa-
tion) contributed a paper on “Infor-
matics and librarianship — com-
mon trends and future”! (p.
131-46).

A highlight of the volume is the
bibliography compiled by Ola
Palmaer of the Royal Institute of

Technology Library. A prolific
writer, Bjorn Tell has written more
than 1,000 articles and books.
Palmaer also wrote a paper,
“Bibliography as biography” for the
book! (p. 247-52).

As 1 reread the paper which
follows. 1 was reminded how
dangerous it is to write about the
future. Technology is changing so
rapidly that you can hardly catch
your breath before some statement
is obsolete.

For example, video disc
technology is moving quite rapidly.
The National Library of Medicine
(NLM) is conducting experiments

17



with video discs for storage of both
audio-visual and computerized
digital data.d Leonard Bernstein,
director of the Lister-Hill Biomedi-
cal Communication Center, has
great expectations for video discs in
NLM's future handling of medical
information.

Jack Goldman. chief scientist
and senior vice president of Xerox,
has also predicted that “by the
1980s, the entire contents of the 18
million books in the Library of Con-
gress” could be “stored on 100 op-
tical video discs.”4 Furthermore,
books stored in digital form could
be transmitted to users’ homes over
wideband TV cables. Copies could
even be printed as required.

Research  on  the use of
holography for information storage
also continues to make headway.
The Library of Congress is sponsor-
ing research performed by Dr.
Charles Th of the University of
Delaware that may eventually lead
to the use of holograms to store the
Library's 20 million feet of color
films.5 According to Dr. Ih, color
films fade dramatically when stored

under ordinary conditions. Holo-
grams would provide compact, per-
manent storage of film while pre-
serving the original hues.

Although these and other rapid
changes have made many of my
speculations realities a little sooner
than expected, most readers will
not be aware of all of them.
Futurists try to make reasonable
guesses about the future so that we
can prepare for most contingencies.
My colleague F.W. Lancaster of
the University of Illinois has
covered similar grounds of late.s
He has also dealt with the paperless
society.,

A festschrift is always a fine
tribute to a living person. Better he
should enjoy the pleasure while he
is alive. But a mere collection of
papers cannot adequately express
the emotional content of a long
friendship. So I take this special op-
portunity to wish Bjorn Tell a hap-
py birthday. My ISI” colleagues
and 1 are grateful for the en-
couragement and advice he has
provided on numerous occasions.
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