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not get into our data base. Editors could save
readers and librarians a great deal of effort by
using two simple criteria: when was the article
published and where? A reference to any article
more than 10 or 15 years old should include its
title. Similarly, a complete citation, including
the title, should be given when reference is
made to an article published in a journal out-
side the core journals of science. Remember
that fewer than 150 journals account for more
than half of all reference citations.*

Rather than implementing or increasing
page charges, journals would save us all
money and energy by this limited degree of
standardization. It should be noted that jour-
nals in the hard sciences have come a long way
in standardizing editorial practices. In my

view, the worst offenders in the matter of
footnotes and reference style remain the socia!
sciences journals. Many of them still cling to
the precepts of out-dated style manuals. It is
awfully time-consuming to read through a la-
bored footnote in search of the pertinent
reference.

It has been interesting to observe how the
reference style of some of these journals in the
social sciences has tended to improve when
they are printed by publishers who also issue
journals in the natural sciences. The
computerization of text processing is also hav-
ing a beneficial effect. It makes plain the
processing complexity and high cost of the
footnoted style.
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