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before, I believe :that governments
should fund and stimulate research
activities, but not perform them direct-
ly.1 The computer age will make less
government necessary if we are careful.
If this has to be spelled out, consider
what research in the US or UK would
be like if it were performed entirely in
government laboratories, with all re-
search workers government employees.
One may answer that this is precisely
the case in many countries. I doubt
seriously, however, that the majority of
the world’s scientists would choose to
work under those circumstances. None
of this detracts from the great achieve-
ments of NIH or other great govern-
mental institutions. NIH became great
because it did not rely exclusively on
an intramural government program.
Does one have to be a Nixon con-
servative to fear more rather than less
government research activity? It is cer-
tainly paradoxical that the man who
prefers the idea of less government
power should have been the one to
abuse that power so shamefully. But
before we adopt the notion that World
Government is better than what we now

have we should seriously examine how
well national governments work.

Many global problems have been
dealt with outside of the UN or any
other type of government structure.
Thousands of international organiza-
tions have been spawned essentially by
the drive and energy of individuals who
believed in them. It was only later that
governments and the UN turned to
them for help in achieving particular
objectives.

If these thoughts seem ambivalent--
they are. When 1 read about UNISIST
and other schemes of international
scope, I am impressed equally by the
possibilities and the dangers.2 1 am
suspicious of hasty solutions to prob-
lems, but I have never resisted action
when prompt decisions were required.

Before we accept glib solutions
based on ‘‘internationalism” we should
ask what the alternatives are. To many
scientists UNESCO is like motherhood--
beyond question. But in this genera-
tion we find even women, no less men,
challenging the truism that motherhood
is the highest of blessings.

Garfield, E. “The Role of Government,

* Professional Groups, and Private Enter-

prise in Science Communication.” Paper pre-

sented at the meeting of the Scientific and

Technological Communications Committee,

National Academy of Sciences, New York
City, December 16, 1966.

69

~eeemeee-, “The World Brain as Seen by

* an Information Entrepreneur,” Paper pre-

sented at a Symposium on Reorganizing In-

formation Resources to Improve Decision

Making, Annual meeting of the American

Association for the Advancement of Science,
San Francisco, February 27, 1974.



	68a: Essays of an Information Scientist, Vol:2, p.68-69, 1974-76    Current Contents, #20, p.5-6, May 1, 1974
	68b: 


