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ton as saying in her keynote speech:
“These winners join a remarkable
group . . . men and women whose
work has found cures for disease,
who have aided the kind of break-
throughs that we’ve only been able
to dream about in the past but now
take for granted.... This is a time
when the past and the present in
medical research join together to
point us to a new future.” To me, this
sounds like a strong endorsement
indeed!

Today, basic research and Na-
tional Institutes of Health funding
have become big, bureaucratic mat-
ters, not easily susceptible to influ-
ence by asingle individual like Mary
Lasker. But her pioneering advo-
cacy efforts are being carried on by
dozens of lobbying groups—such as
Research! America—that remind
Congress regularly of the high prior-
ity that medical research holds, or
should hold, for most Americans.

Nearly 20 years ago, I proposed
in an essay (Current Contents, Jan.
23, 1974, pages 10-12) that Con-

gress establish a National Institute
for Preventive Medicine. 1 wrote:
*“With the energy crisis upon us, and
the ‘crisis management’ reaction to
it, most physical and chemical scien-
tists can look forward to another
decade of generous funding. So be
it; but we must make certain that it
is not accomplished by sacrificing
the biomedical research effort be-
cause it is now politically popular to
support energy, environmental, or
other forms of research."

It is discouraging that Congress
or NIH has still not elevated preven-
tive medicine—and the research ac-
tivity that goes with it—to that
status. On the other hand, it is heart-
ening to see such diverse personali-
ties as Hillary Rodham Clinton and
Mary Lasker united in recognizing
the value and immense importance
of the nation’s basic research com-
munity.

The picture of them, together, is
pertinent; let’s hope that the pros-
pect for basic research is as inspir-
ing.
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