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Introduction

More than a year ago,! we introduced
Current Contents® (CC®) readers to a com-
pendium of over 2,500 memorable quota-
tions from the social sciences? which had
just been published as volume 19 of The
International Encyclopedia of the Social
Sciences.3 David L. Sills, the editor of the
encyclopedia, collaborated with Robert K.
Merton to compile Social Science Quota-
tions, and their abridged introduction was
reprinted in CC.!

The volume recently was issued in paper-
back by Macmillan,4 so we asked the coedi-
tors to prepare a new description for CC, which
follows below. Of course, most readers know
Bob Merton is a close friend and admired col-
league whose work has often appeared or been
discussed in these pages. Having browsed So-
cial Science Quotations many times, I'm grate-
ful to him and to David for creating such an
enjoyable, entertaining, and genuinely useful
reference book.

A Book for Browsing and Instructing

Collections of quotations like Bartlett’s
Familiar Quotations,’ The Oxford Dictio-
nary of Quotations,b or Isaac Asimov’s Book
of Science and Nature Quotations’ are in-
trinsically interesting. Many of the quota-
tions are familiar and brief, so they are fun
and easy to browse. They are also instruc-
tive, often revealing a surprising source and
sometimes correcting a popular misattri-
bution. Sills and Merton cite a recent com-
pendium as an example: They Never Said
It: A Book of Fake Quotes, Misquotes, and
Misleading Attributions.®

Even after more than a year I have not
yet found the time to get through all 2,500
quotations in the review copy of Sills and
Merton’s book. But many already stand
out as “memorable ideas memorably ex-
pressed,” to quote the coeditors.

About the Authors

David Sills retired in 1988 with emeri-
tus status from the Social Science Research
Council in New York City. His achieve-
ments in social science and policy have
been described by Merton as comprehen-
sive and consequential.® He studied the im-
pact of the land reform program in post-
war Japan; directed research at Columbia’s
Bureau of Applied Social Research; was
the director of the Demographic Division
of the Population Council; and has been a
visiting scholar at the Russell Sage Foun-
dation and a fellow at the Center for
Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sci-
ences.

Merton is University Professor Emeritus
at Columbia. In honor of his 50-year ca-
reer there, Columbia created the Robert K.
Merton Professorship in the Social Sci-
ences. Seven years ago, I honored Bob by
naming my youngest son—Alexander
Merton Garfield—after him. His publica-
tions and contributions as a founder of the
sociology of science are too numerous to
mention here, as are the many times his
works have been acknowledged in CC. In
a future volume of Essays of an Informa-
tion Scientist,!0 an index to all authors and
publications cited in the series will be
provided.
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Conclusion

Readers interested in-the paperback edi-
tion of Sills and Merton's Social Science
Quotations can find it at-most university
and commercial bookstores. Or they can
contact the publisher, Macmillan Publish-
ing Company, by writing 866 Third
Avenue, New York. NY 10022. You can
also place a credit card order by calling
1-800-323-7443,

The 438-page unabridged paperback is
priced at $25.00 and the original hardcover
at $90.00. No doubt the paperback will
reach a broader market, including the pub-
lic beyond academia: But the more durable
hardcover will still be in demand by schol-

ars, writers, and others who plan to use the
book often and over a long time, as I do.
Readers of Social Science Quotations
will find it a fascinating and entertaining
book. It already has become an authorita-
tive reference for scholars because it is thor-
oughly documented and indexed. But it also
is appealing to the average person curious
about how social- science concepts—ex-
pressed most memorably in succinct quo-
tations—influence popular thought, culture,

and expression.
ARk

My thanks to Al Welljams-Dorof and Eric
Thurschwell for their:heip in the prepara-
tion of this essay. ©ISI 1992
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Social Science Quotations

by

David L. Sills and Robert K. Merton

Social Science Quotations, a volume edited
by us that assembles the essential statements
by social scientists and about the social sci-
ences, was published last year as Volume 19
of the senior editor’s International Encyclope-
dia of the Social Sciences. The book has just
been reissued in a complete and unabridged
paperback edition in order to make it widely
available in bookstores.

In the “Introduction” to the paperback
edition we described not only the quota-
tions themselves but also some of the ways
in which quotations intersect with the
worlds of both scientific and literary schol-
arship. Drawing in part upon this text, we
here attempt to introduce the paperback edi-
tion of Social Science Quotations to new
readers.
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