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Introduction

More than a year ago, I we introduced
Current Conrenrs@(CC@) readers to a com-
pendium of over 2,500 memorable quota-
tions from the social sciencesz which had
just been published as volume 19 of The
International Encyclopedia of the Social
Sciences.3 David L. Sills, the editor of the
encyclopedia, collaborated with Robert K.
Merton to compile Social Science Quora-
~ions, and their abridged introduction was
reprinted in CC. I

The volume rexently was issued in paper-
back by Macmillan$ so we asked the coedi-
tors to prepare a new description for CC, which
follows below. Of course, most readers know
Bob Metton is a close friend and admired col-
league whose work has often appeared or been
discussed in these pages. Having browsed So-
ckd Science Quotations many times, 1’m grate-
ful to him and to David for creating such an

enjoyable, entraining, and genuinely useful
teference bmk.

A Book for Browsing and Instructing

Collections of quotations like Bartlett’s
Familiar Quotations,5 The Oxford Dictio-
nary of Quotations,6 or Isaac Asimov’s Book
of Science and Nature Quotations are in-
trinsically interesting. Many of the quota-
tions are familiar and brief, so they are fun
and easy to browse. They are also instruc-
tive, often revealing a surprising source and
sometimes correcting a popular misattri-
bution. Sills and Merton cite a recent com-
pendium as an example: They Never Said
It: A Book of Fake Quotes, Misquotes, and
Misleading Attributions.8
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Even after more than a year I have not
yet found the time to get through all 2,500
quotations in the review copy of Sills and
Merton’s book. But many already stand
out as “memorable ideas memorably ex-
pressed,” to quote the coeditors.

About the Authors

David Sills retired in 1988 with emeri-
tus status from the Social Science Research
Council in New York City. His achieve-
ments in social science and policy have
been described by Merton as comprehen-
sive and consequential.g He studied the im-
pact of the land reform program in post-
war Japan; directed research at Columbia’s
Bureau of Applied Social Research; was
the director of the Demographic Division
of the Population Council; and has been a
visiting scholar at the Russell Sage Foun-
dation and a fellow at the Center for
Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sci-
ences.

Merton is University Professor Emeritus
at Columbia. In honor of his 50-year ca-
reer there, Columbia created the Robert K.
Merton Professorship in the Social Sci-
ences. Seven years ago, I honored Bob by
naming my youngest son—Alexander
Merton Garlleld-after him. His publica-
tions and contributions as a founder of the
sociology of science are ton numerous to
mention here, as are the many times his
works have been acknowledged in CC. In
a future volume of Essays of an Irrforma-
tion Scientist, 10an index to all authors and
publications cited in the series will be
provided.
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